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Florida Companies Honored With Governor’s New Product Award 

Tallahassee, Florida — April 11, 2007 – The Governor’s New Product Award Program honored three Florida companies in the design and development of new products. The awards were presented during the Legislative Breakfast and Governor’s New Product Award Ceremony in Tallahassee on April 11, 2007. The awards were accepted by Pete Salazar, III, President of Salazar Machine and Steel, Inc.; Brent Dietz, Director of Communications with AuthenTec, Inc.; and James D. Sanchez, PE, Renewal and Replacement Program Manager and Jesse Day, TEAMS Data Maintenance Manager both with Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise. The award, administered by the Florida Professional Engineers in Industry (FPEI), a practice section of the Florida Engineering Society (FES), is presented on the basis of excellence in design and economic impact in the state of Florida.  The awards breakfast was part of the Professional Engineers’ Legislative Days hosted by the Florida Engineering Society (FES) and the Florida Institute of Consulting Engineers (FICE). 

The recipient of the 2007 Governor's New Product Award in the small category is Salazar Machine & Steel, Inc. in Immokalee, FL for their product the Produce Bin Washer GCS ©.  The Produce Bin Washer GCS © was designed to clean and sanitize produce bins in providing a clean environment for fresh produce. This product has helped to greatly reduce cross-contamination.   The innovative aspect to this product is the use of gravity to control the process.  The gravity controlled system and tilting mechanism uses the weight of the bin, tilts to a 45º angle to rid the bin of debris, and then sets it down lightly on the existing conveyor.  The process reduces the amount of staff time, water, chemical usage (making it environmentally friendly) and increases the number of bins being washed per hour.   Salazar Machine & Steel, Inc. specializes in machinery in the agriculture and industrial fields.   The company is headquartered out of Immokalee, FL and has 17 employees.  
The focus of the Governor’s New Product Award is to recognize the full spectrum of benefits that come from the research and engineering of new products in our state. New and improved products, such as the ones mentioned above, stimulate the life and growth of Florida industry. These benefits result from research and development to which engineers make a unique contribution. This competition is proud to recognize the results of those efforts and the foresight of the companies whose aggressive policies bring new products to the marketplace. 

“These innovative products demonstrate the positive contributions of Professional Engineers to our quality of life”, said FES Executive Director Frank Rudd. The awards were presented by Jorge Pardo, PE, Past Chair of FES practice section FPEI, and Representative Steve Precourt, PE.  Representative Precourt assisted in the awards ceremony and was a judge for the 2007 competition. This was the 22nd year the competition has been co-sponsored by the Florida Engineering Society, in cooperation with the Governor’s Office.

Winners in the Florida competition have been entered into a parallel national program conducted by the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE).   

The Florida Engineering Society (FES) is a 4,500-member organization that supports engineering education, advocates licensure, and promotes the ethical and competent practice of engineering. FES, one of the country’s largest and oldest professional engineering associations, holds numerous technical conferences and professional development courses each year and partners with both public and private entities.

For more information, please contact Kate Ray, Director of Member Services, Florida Engineering Society, at 850/ 224-7121or kray@fleng.org.
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